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* The Central Intelligence 
Agency was still paying two 
full-time American report- 
ers for overseas undercover 
work in February, three 
months after former CIA Di- t 
rector William E. Colby told 
the House intelligence com- 
mittee that “such relation 


investigators found that two 
staff members of “general 
cireuladoh, U.o- news organ 
izations” were still -unction- 
ing as “paid undercover” 
contacts for the CIA, 

Last Nov. 6, Colby assured 
the House committee: “We 
do not at this time employ 
any staff members of regu- 
lar US. general circulation 
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^ According to the Senate ment to^^^Lte'a^'wteh 
/« relationships and over these 
port released Monday, staff past two years we have In 
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fact terminated those rela- 


tionships.” i . 

In a telephone interview 
yesterday, Colby said that 
when he appeared before 
“ the House committee, “I was 
pretty sure we had termi- 
nated them. I don't recog- 
nize what the (Senate) com- 
mittee is talking about” 
Colby added: “I. know it 
was supposed to take a cou- 
ple of years to unhook one 
or two of them.” 

Sources on Capitol Hill 
and within the CIA pointed 
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out that Colby in his 1975 
House testimony said he had 
terminated , employees of 
"U.S. general circulation 
journals,” which would not 
include reporters for radio, 
television or the wire serv- 
ices. 

; ’ Colby said yesterday that, 
he had not intended to make 
such a distinction. 


Other sources said, how- 
ever, that CIA officials with 
knowledge of the agency's 
media program were dis- 
turbed when Colby made his 
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categorical statements to 
the House committee. 

‘There was no Intent to 
deceive," one CIA source 
said yesterday, “but it . is 
possible some contracts had 
to rim out” He suggested 
that perhaps anyone waiting 
for a contract to run out had 
already stopped actually 
working for the CIA. 

Congressional sources 
were more skeptical. “AH 
thoee distinctions matter,” 
one Senate aide said of Col- 
by's choice of words. 
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The committee was not 

given the names of the two 
fulltime reporters still em- 
ployed nor. the organizations 
for which they work. 

It was told, however,, that 
the two were “Being termi- 
nated” under a CIA policy, 
announced Feb; 11, that the 
agency would end “any paid 
or contractual relationship 
with any full-time or part- 
time” reporter “accredited” 
by any U.S. news-gathering 
organization. ,‘L 

According to the commit- 
tee report, “approximately 
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50 U.S. journalists or per- 
sonneJ of U.S. media organi- 
zations were employed by 
the CIA or maintained some 
dther covert relationship” at 
the time of the February 
statement j 

“About half . . . were paid! 
relationships,” according to 
the Senate committee re- 
port. 

Within the 30 were fewer 
than 10 who posed as writ- 
ers for limited-circulation 
trade journals or newslet- 
ters or representatives of 
book publishers, but who 



were,, in fact, full-time Cl 
agents. 

Most of the journalist 
with CIA ties, according i 
the Senate report, wer 
a t r iai e r s (part- tin: 
reporters) who work abroa 
for some U^S, publications. 

Although the CIA’s Febn 
ary statement indicated tha 
all stringers would b 
dropped from the CIA pa: 
* roll* the committee report* 
that it had been informe 
that “fewer than on^-half [o 
the . 501 will be terminate 
under the new guidelines. 


